
A Wedding Ceremony 

Entrance Rite to stage: 

Officiant comes out and walks towards the altar/sacred space. 

Silent Reiki Blessing 

-Cue music- Officiant will motion for all to rise. Begin playing chosen Procession music. 

Begin procession  

Flower girls/boys. 

Ring bearer 

Best Men/Ladies 

Brides/Grooms  

Opening Prayer(s)  

Blessing oil 

Parents anoint Bride’s/Groom’s palms with oil giving them a silent or spoken blessing. 

The parents move to their seats.  

Ceremony Greeting:  

Rumi says; 

The subject today is Love 

And for tomorrow as well, 

As a matter of fact 

I know of no better topic  

For us to discuss 

Until we all 

Die! 

Welcome family and friends to this most sacred recognition of the love that these two have for each  

other: the joining of their lives and their families. May we all be witness to this day when the sounds of  

love and music, poetry and happiness abound.  

Blessing of the Four Directions 

In many ancient religious traditions, it is customary to bring a service of worship or celebration by calling on the 
four directions. This is a way of symbolically inviting all of creation to be present and take part in the festivities. 
This morning, we, too, want to invite the whole of creation to be with us here and now. 



Oh Great Spirit of the North, we come to you and ask for the strength and the power to bear what is cold and 
harsh in life. We come like the buffalo ready to receive the winds that truly can be overwhelming at times. 
Whatever is cold and uncertain in our life, we ask you to give us the strength to bear it. Do not let the winter 
blow us away. Oh Spirit of Life and Spirit of the North, we ask you for strength and for warmth. Blessed be this 
union with the gifts of the North: A Firm foundation on which to build. Fertility of the fields to enrich your lives. A 
stable home to which you may always return.  

Oh Great Spirit of the East, we turn to you where the sun comes up, from where the power of light and 
refreshment come. Everything that is born comes up in this direction the birth of babies, the birth of the 
puppies, the birth of ideas and the birth of friendship. Let there be the light. Oh Spirit of the East, let the color of 
fresh rising in our life be glory to you. Blessed be this union with the gifts of the East. Communication of the 
heart, mind, and body. Fresh beginnings with the rising of each Sun. The knowledge of the growth found in the 
sharing of silences. 

Oh Great Spirit of the South, spirit of all that is warm and gentle and refreshing, we ask you to give us this spirit 
of growth, of fertility, of gentleness. Caress us with a cool breeze when the days are hot. Give us seeds that the 
flowers, trees and fruits of the earth may grow. Give us the warmth of good friendships. Oh Spirit of the South, 
send the warmth and the growth of your blessings. Blessed be this union with the gifts of the South. Warmth of 
hearth and home. The heat of the heart’s passion. The light created by both to lighten the darkest of times. 

Oh Great Spirit of the West, where the sun goes down each day to come up the next, we turn to you in praise 
of sunsets and in thanksgiving for changes. You are the great colored sunset of the red west, which illuminates 
us. You are the powerful cycle, which pulls us to transformation. We ask for the blessings of the sunset. Keep 
us open to life’s changes." Blessed be this union with the gifts of the West. The deep commitments of the lake. 
The swift excitement of the river. The refreshing cleansing of the rain. The all-encompassing passion of the 
sea. 

Each of these blessings from the four cardinal directions emphasizes those things, which will help you build a 
happy and successful union. Yet they are only tools. Tools, which you must use together, in order to create 
what you seek in this union. 

Incense Blessing 

Blessed incense is lit and Officiate begins to walk around guests blessing each with the aroma of love 

Nourishment Blessing 

NOURISHMENT 

What is nourishment? It is that which we need to live, and to grow. It 

is whatever sustains us. But is it so much more than the air we 

breathe or the food we eat, the water we drink. It is also the 

sustenance of our hearts. That which feeds our hearts, our passions, 

our dreams. My friends, this is what you both do. You nourish. You 

nourish not only your selves, but each other. You open your hearts also 

to any one in need. You feed those whose stomachs growl with hunger. 

You give those drink whose tongues are dry. But most of all you feed 

those whose hearts may be blue. With your laughter, and your music. 

With your grace and with your love. It is contagious, it is potent and 

it is virile. Your love nourishes not only your own relationship, but 

those relationships around you. To quote Anne Morrow Lindbergh's Gift 

from the Sea. 

 

"A good relationship has a pattern like a dance and is built on some 

of the same rules. The partners do not need to hold on tightly, 



because they move confidently in the same pattern, intricate but gay 

and swift and free, like a country dance of Mozart’s. To touch heavily 

would be to arrest the pattern and freeze the movement, to check the 

endlessly changing beauty of its unfolding. There is no place here for 

the possessive clutch, the clinging arm, the heavy hand; only the 

barest touch in passing. Now arm in arm, now face to face, now back to 

back — it does not matter which. Because they know they are partners 

moving to the same rhythm, creating a pattern together, and being 

invisibly nourished by it." 

 

Often the nourishment we need and seek cannot be found through the 

means we employ—-holding on tightly, possessively clutching, touching 

heavily.  In fear, left to our own ways, we too often think we can 

nourish relationships through control.  Lindbergh reminds us that the 

pattern that can be created, the dance to be experienced is so much 

richer, moving, beautiful and **nourishing** when we let go and move 

to the same rhythm, not necessarily the same steps.” 

 

So, BRIDE/ GROOM, 

May you never hunger, 

May you never thirst, 

May you always find nourishment in yourselves & in each other, in your 

hearts, minds and souls. 

In the friends and family that surround you. 

In an infinite circle of love, 

I bless this day, this wedding, 

and both of you for the rest of your days and nights. 

May you always keep the love that we have for you, and the love that 

you have created until the big burning star in the sky gives birth to 

more light, more life, and more love. 

As the superstition goes*, Marry when June roses grow, over land and 

sea you'll go. And the roses, my friends, have bloomed. And over lands 

and seas you've gone. And I’m sure there will be many more roses to 

grow, many more lands to discover, and many more seas to travel. 

Together. I love you. We all love you.  

Blessed be. 

*Each month has a separate blessing and would added to fit the appropriate month 

Wine Apache Blessing 

Bride, Groom, Officiant, and all in Wedding Party share a glass of wine, and the Officiant offers any from 

the gathering if they wish to partake to rise and approach altar.  

 “Now you will feel no rain 

For each of you will be shelter to the other. 

Now each of you will feel no cold 

For each of you will be warmth to the other. 

Now there is no loneliness for you 

For each of you will be companion to the other. 

Now you are two persons 

But there is one life before you. 



Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the days of your togetherness 

And may your days be good and long upon the earth. 

 “To love and unity.” The perfect harmony of togetherness and separation is the concept behind the prayer. It’s also 

not that unusual for a new couple to offer a blessed sip of wine to their parents, so that they may also share a piece 

of the union and have their proper respects paid. 

And may the blessing of Almighty God, of the Father, of the Son,  and of the Holy Spirit, come down 

upon this wine and any other drink, and remain forever. Amen.  

Officiant hands glass to the Bride/Groom. And they drink.   

Officiant picks up the wine decanter from altar and passes it to Bride/Groom. Who then pour a glass to 

all in the Wedding Party. Everyone cheers to Bride/Groom’s glass. 

The Vows 

Officiant: It is now the customary time for the vows. Bride/Groom have chosen to speak their vows in 

the *universal language of music. Let us all share in this moving and truly personal performance.  

*Each couple may wish to pick a unique and different way in which to say their vows to one another.  

Ring Blessing 

Officiant will hold up the rings and ask everyone present to join her in blessing the wedding bands.  

“Please join me in blessing these rings as a symbol of the love and commitment Bride/Groom are making 

to each other today.” (Holds up the rings.) 

Exchange of the Rings & Declaration of Intent.  

Officiant:  “Bride, DO YOU TAKE Groom, TO BE YOUR HUSBAND AND BEST FRIEND FOR 

ALWAYS?  DO YOU PROMISE TO RESPECT HIM AS YOUR EQUAL PARTNER AND AS A 

BLESSING IN YOUR LIFE?  DO YOU PLEDGE TO LOVE HIM AND HONOR HIM, COMFORT 

AND CHERISH HIM AND, FORESAKING ALL OTHERS, DO YOU PROMISE YOURSELF TO 

HIS KEEPING FOR AS LONG AS YOU BOTH SHALL LIVE? 

(Bride):  I DO (Please place the ring on her finger.)  

 

Officiant: “Groom, DO YOU TAKE Bride, TO BE YOUR WIFE AND BEST FRIEND FOR 

ALWAYS?  DO YOU PROMISE TO RESPECT HER AS YOUR EQUAL PARTNER AND AS A 

BLESSING IN YOUR LIFE?  DO YOU PLEDGE TO LOVE HER AND HONOR HER, COMFORT 

AND CHERISH HER AND, FORESAKING ALL OTHERS, DO YOU PROMISE YOURSELF TO 

HER KEEPING FOR AS LONG AS YOU BOTH SHALL LIVE? 

(Groom):  I DO (Please place the ring on his finger.) 

 

Wrapping of the Hands 



Officiant will bring the hand ribbons from the altar and have both Bride & Groom cross and hold their 

hands together. As Officiate wraps their hands, he will speak: 

“Bride, Groom this cord ribbon symbolizes so much.  It is your life, your love, and the eternal  

connection that the two of you have found with one another. The ties of this wedding are not formed  

by these ribbons, or even by the knots connecting them.  They are formed instead by your vows, by your  

pledge, your souls and your two hearts, now bound together as one.  As one last bond, Groom/Bride will 

you please kiss Groom/Bride? 

The KISS 

Signing of the Marriage License 

Pronouncement 

Rumi says:   

May these vows and this marriage be blessed.  

May it be sweet milk,  

this marriage, like wine and halvah.  

May this marriage offer fruit and shade  

like the date palm.  

May this marriage be full of laughter,  

our everyday a day in paradise.  

May this marriage be a sign of compassion,  

a seal of happiness here and hereafter.  

May this marriage have a fair face and a good name,  

an omen as welcomes the moon in a clear blue sky.  

I am out of words to describe  

how spirit mingles in this marriage. 

By the power vested in me by the State of *New York I now pronounce you man and wife. 

EVERYONE WOOTS!! Clapping, cheering, etc.  

Cue music.  

Dismissal 

Bride & Groom 

Best Men/Ladies 

Flower Boys/Girls 

Officiant 

Celebratory Festival Feast  


